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October 26, 2009

Detroiters’ Civic Pride Showcased on Angels’ Night

A once blighted apartment complex is now another piece of evidence of one community’s hard work to re-energize their neighborhood. Corktown’s Spaulding Courts Apartments, the site of two recent fires, gunfire, and drug activity, have been reclaimed by a community of civic-minded Detroiters. The Corktown community, represented by the Corktown Residents’ Council, in a partnership with Young Detroit Builders (YDB), the Detroit Police Department, and Neighborhood Services Organization’s Helping Hands program, has reclaimed these recently blighted buildings in time for an Angels’ Night Celebration to be held at Spaulding Courts.

Young Detroit Builders will host a community Angels’ Night Festival at Spaulding Courts. On October 30, YDB will be posted outside the apartments at the newly illuminated and secured structures to pass out candy and welcome the neighborhood children and their parents back to this block. This is a block that one mother recently said she would walk out of the way of two blocks with her daughter just because of the negativity that surrounded it. Corktowners welcome her and her children back.

The Spaulding Courts Apartment complex reclamation project began on October 22, 2009 at 9am when 35 YDB students and staff and members of the Corktown community converged upon the complex to board up its 110 windows and clear the vegetation and garbage surrounding the buildings. The work was completed on October 24 by community members, who celebrated this victory over blight and the reclamation of these buildings with a 1pm potluck at Spaulding Courts. Jeff DeBruyn, President of the Corktown Residents’ Council, said that “we are working to create a high performing community… and removing all signs of blight” is key to achieving this goal. Similarly, Rowland Watkins, Program Director at YDB, said that their program’s goal was to create high performing, civic minded adults.

Spaulding Courts Apartments are located at 1901 Spaulding Court, in Corktown, north of I-75 on Rosa Parks. Corktown is one of Detroit’s safest, most diverse and eclectic places to live. It is the site of a thriving urban agricultural scene and is filled with accomplished, mature artists and other creative types. In addition, the Motor City Casino is on its eastern border, and, south of Michigan Ave, it has one of the most well maintained historic districts in the City. 

One YDB student exclaimed, “It feels good to be doing this work.” 

-End-

For more information contact: 

Jeff DeBruyn – President, Corktown Residents’ Council

248-953-0469

corktownrescouncil@gmail.com, or

Linnea Nelson – Community Partnership Specialist, Young Detroit Builders

313-256-7291      lnelson@youngdetroitbuilders.com
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